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Evelyn Lincoln, Secretary 

To Kennedy, Is Dead at 85 



By ROBERT McG. THOMAS Jr. . 

Evelyn Lincoln, the devoted per- 
sonal secretary who served Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy from the day 
he entered the Senate to the day he 
was assassinated, died on Thursday 
at Georgetown University Hospital 
in Washington. She was 85 and lived 

in Chevy Chase, Md. 

Her family said the cause of death 
was complications after cancer sur- 
gery. 

If the relationship between an ex- 
ecutive and a secretary can be lik- 
ened to a marriage, the one between 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy and Eve- 
lyn Norton Lincoln was a bond 
forged in political heaven. 

When Mrs. Lincoln, then a 43-year- 
old Congressional aide, came to 
wnrk for him in 1953, the new Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts was every- 
thing she had been looking for in a 
Capitol Hill boss: a charismatic poli- 
tician with Presidential possibilities. 

And when lie hired her, Mr. Ken- 
ledy, then a 35-year-old bachelor, 
^ot the secretary every politician 
ongs for: an efficient, savvy confi- 
iante whose devotion to him and his 
imbitions knew no bounds. 

The daughter of John Norton, a 
nember of Congress from Nebras- 
ta, Evelyn Norton was bom in Polk 
^unty, Neb., on June 25, 1909. She 
graduated from George Washington 
University in Washington and stud- 
ed law there for for two years. Her 
lusband, Harold W. Lincoln, whom . 
:he met at the . university, was a 
"ederal worker. 

In 1952, after working for an ob-. 
icure Georgia Congressman. Mrs. 
.incoln began looking for a politi- 
cian with Presidential possibilities 
md found Mr. Kennedy. 

Within weeks of their first meet- 
ng. she had niade herself virtually 
ndisp>ensable. in addition to her offi- 
ial duties, she once recalled, she 
^as also required to telephone Che. 
vomen he was interested in to ask 
hem for movie dates with the Sena- 
or. 

Mrs. Lincoln claimed to be one of 
he first to know that his romance 
/ith Jacqueline Bou vier was seri- 
us. **He called her himself,” she 
aid. 

Mr, Kennedy's election to the 
'residency elevated his personal 
^retary to a public figure*. Her 



office, next to the President’s, be- 
came a nerve center at the White 
House, partly because of the candy 
dish she kept there along with the 
humidor full of gift cigars not up to 
Presidential standards, and partly 
because of the West .Wing's layout. 

Mrs. Lincoln had a direct view of 
the President in his office. And the 
President had to walk through her 
office to get to Cabinet meetings. 
Her office also had a television set on 
which the President and aides 
watched the nation's first manned 
space flight and other major events. 

(Her office's strategic location, 
Mrs. Lincoln. once revealed, was put 
to devious use by Vice President 
Lyndon B. Johnson. She said he used 
to cut through her office to give- 
White House aides the Impression he 
had been closeted with the Presi- 
dent.) 

Mrs. Lincoln, who was in the third 
bus back of the President’s car when 
he was shot in Dallas on Nov. 22, * 
1963, became a macabre footnote to ’ 
assassination lore linking two slain 
Presidents elected exactly 100 years 
apart when it was widely noted that 
Abraham Lincoln had a secretary 
named Kennedy and President Ken- 
nedy had a secretary named Lin- 
coln. 

Although she continued to work 
for the White House for a while after 
the assassination, Mrs. Lincoln nev- 
er hid the disdain she felt for her . 
idol's successor. 

Before his trip to Dallas, Mrs. Lin- 
colp later said. President Kennedy 
had told her that he planned to drop 



Holi, Rinehart and Winston, 



Evelyn Lincoln with her boss and idol. President John F. Kennedy 



•Years .with John F. Kennedy,” 
(1965) and "Kennedy and Johnson/' 
(1968). 

She returned to Capitol Hill as a 
secretary fmm 1967 to 1973, but al- 



ways had an eye out for a potential 
Mr. Johnson from the 1964 Demo- President. 



cratic ticket 

The full extent of Mrs. Lincoln's 
devotion to Mr. Kennedy did not be- 
come apparent until after his death 
when she revealed that she had 
saved virtually every scrap of paper 
that had- crossed his desk in the 
White House, including idle doodles 
and jottings she sometimes had to 
dig out of wastebaskets! 

Mrs. Lincoln, who was one of the 
seven original incorporators of the 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy Presiden- 
tial Library and Museum in Boston, 
gave the papers to the library, where 
the doodles and other ephemera are 
among, the most popular exhibits, 
librai 7 officials said yesterday. 

Mrs. Lincoln published two .vol- 
umes of memoirs, "My Twelve 



In 1982, convinced she had found 



one, she campaigned for * Sena 
.Gary Hart of Colorado, telling • 
crowd, "The people who loved Jf 
Kennedy should love Gary Har 
His candidacy collapsed in a scan- 
triggered by womanizing. 

Mrs. Lincoln is survived by I 
husband. 
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deterred the men, aiys prison spoKw,._ 

“We’ve even taken ... a picture of them and tola uic... 
were going to send It to their mothers. They don’t care.’’ 

FUGITIVE PROBATION: Massa- 
chusetts’ highest court upheld a 
ban on Katherine Ann Power sell- 
ing the story of her life as an anti- 
war radical, bank robber and fugi- 
tive. The court said she can tell her 
story, but she can’t profit friim it A 
judge in 1993 imposed those terms 
as part of a 20-year probation that 
begins when she is released from 
an eight- to 12-y^ prison term as 
of her guilty plea to man- 
slaughter for driving the getaway 
car in a 1970 Brighton bank rob- 
bery during which officer Walter 
Schi^er was killed. Power married and had a child dur- 
ing 23 years as a fugitive living in Oregon under an alias. 
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POWER: Can't profit 
from crime story 






